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Concerns about air safety 
With more and more flight disasters in the news, travellers wonder if 
they should worry about problems in the air 
By BAILEY NICHOLSON
H
igh profile plane crashes have 
been making the headlines re-
cently, causing fear among 
some air travellers. 
The Air Canada Flight AC 624 crash 
in Halifax on Sunday follows just days 
after Germanwings co-pilot, Andreas 
Lubitz, ploughed his aircraft into the 
French Alps.
Katharina Gaebert, 18, on her way tp 
Frankfurt in Germany, said news of the 
Halifax crash only added to her pre-
flight jitters. 
“I’m actually a little bit scared be-
cause now [my flight] has been delayed 
due to technical problems,” she said. 
“But on the other side, you know that 
it’s a safe way to travel.” 
Donna Mussell, accompanying a 
friend to YVR, said that the Halifax 
crash will not discourage her from fly-
ing within Canada, but it has been on 
her mind. 
  “If I was flying abroad I might think 
again about what airline am I going to 
fly,” she said. “It kind of sits in the back 
of your head.” 
Some questions surrounding the 
Halifax crash are why passengers ap-
peared to run from the site after exiting 
the aircraft, and why it took so long to 
evacuate them from the tarmac. 
A flight attendant from a major Ca-
nadian airline outlined typical proce-
dures in her training that prepared her 
for a Halifax-like incident. 
“The time of day that it [happened], 
there’s a really small amount of airport 
staff around,” said the attendant, who 
requested anonymity because they do 
not have the authority to speak on be-
half of the airline
Canadian flight attendants are re-
trained twice annually to ensure the 
safety of all passengers on board, she 
said.
We would get an announcement 
from the pilot saying to evacuate, and 
we have the shouted commands that 
we have to know by heart,” she said. 
“We’re supposed to be trained to evacu-
ate any plane in 90 seconds.” 
Planes, includ-
ing the Van-
couver Interna-
tional Airport’s  
CF-CRZ Fire 
Training Plane, 
go about their 
business at the 
at  the Airport. 
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1	 YVR’s control tower 
can withstand 
a 7.2 magnitute 
earthquake
2	 YVR’s three 
runways handled 
263,000 takeoffs 
and landings in 
2013
Source: YVR Quick Facts 2014
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Sex crime 
spree 
Vancouver Police provide 
workshops on street safety 
By TONY SU
Following two separate sexual as-
saults on March 26, the Vancouver Po-
lice Department has setup two safety 
workshops aimed at preventing future 
attacks and keeping community mem-
bers safe.
The workshops will provide informa-
tion about a recent home invasion in 
Strathcona and an assault near Discov-
ery Street in Point Grey. 
 “[We will be] providing some sup-
port to the community and will be an-
swering questions,” said sergeant Ran-
dy Fincham, VPD spokesperson. 
Fincham said, an attack can happen 
even during broad daylight like the re-
cent instance of a woman jogging in 
Point Grey. Being aware of your sur-
rounding is key to avoiding or escaping 
a violent situation.
Although the two recent attacks 
haven’t increased the number of hours 
dedicated to neighbourhood watch, 
Tony Bulic, coordinator of the Kerris-
dale Oakridge Marpole Community Po-
licing Centre, said his groups often gets 
questions about safety tips from se-
niors and new residents in the area. 
“Just plan your route,” Bulic said. 
“Watch where you’re going and take all 
precautions.”
The workshops will also touch on 
carrying weapons for self-defense. 
“We get questions whether or not if 
someone should take some form of pro-
tection,” Fincham said. “Our concern is 
if somebody had something with them, 
the attacker can end up injuring them 
[with it].” 
New Vancouver resident Savah Jas-
mine said she used to have a bottle of 
pepper spray and a flashlight to defend 
herself back in Malaysia. She said she 
feels very secure even after this week’s 
attacks in Vancouver.
 “I haven’t gotten into any situation 
yet and hopefully [won’t],” she said.
The workshops will be today at 7 
p.m. at Strathcona Community Centre 
and tomorrow at Point Grey Secondary 
School also at 7 p.m.
Future Shop closes doors on Canadian stores
Employees 
out of work 
after tech 
chain is 
consolodat-
ed by Best 
Buy
By REBECCA PHAIR
Many people without an income after Future Shop stores close nationwide. 
The consolidation of Future Shop 
under Best Buy means the loss of 
about 500 part-time and 1,000 full-time 
positions across Canada. 
 “I got laid off two days ago, and now 
I’m not sure what I’ll do next,” said 
Jared Mendoza, a former Future Shop 
sales associate. 
Former Future Shop employee Ryan 
Pucciarellisaid merger was a long 
time coming.
According to Pucciarelli said he de-
cided to leave the franchise before he 
was no longer needed. 
“Pucciarelli noticed the company 
making staffing cut backs and only of-
fering positions to employees with the 
most seniority. Knowing that he would 
not receive an offer, he searched for 
work elsewhere.  
While Best Buy Canada has prom-
ised severance pay to the laid off em-
ployees, many are now without a job. 
Mendoza said he is struggling to 
take the next step in seeking employ-
ment somewhere else, as his previous 
coworkers made working enjoyable. 
“We had a solid team, I’d say we 
were one of the best,” said Mendoza. 
“That’s going to be hard to find some-
where else.” 
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By ETHAN REYES
A new law allowing some grocery stores to sell alcohol beginning April 1 is being met with mixed 
responses from customers and inde-
pendent liquor vendors.
Provincial legislation aimed at re-
newing B.C.’s liquor laws will lift the 
province’s rule requiring five km of 
separation between licensed retail 
stores (LRS), but will maintain a one 
kilometre separation rule. The provin-
cial government will also allow a limit-
ed number of grocery stores, chosen 
through a lottery system, to sell wine.
Rakesh Handa, owner of Best Foods 
Grocery, said that being able to sell al-
cohol inside of his store would be an 
incredible benefit to his business. 
While he doesn’t yet possess a license 
to sell alcohol, Handa would like one.
“Lots of people ask for it,” he said.
Handa said that if he were licensed 
to carry alcohol, the added revenue 
would allow him to expand his store.
Libations Wine & Beer manager Ken 
Stockley is less excited about the new 
liquor law’s implementation. The 44 
year-old described a general sentiment 
of animosity that private liquor stores 
feel towards the provincial govern-
ment.  
“It feels like there’s a hidden agen-
da,” said Stockley about the govern-
ment’s actions. One example for Stock-
ley’s distrust was how the province had 
promised to release their pricelists to 
the general public, but instead only re-
leased them to the agents of respective 
liquor companies. Anyone who wanted 
to find those pricelists would have to 
contact an agent.
While Laurie Cocke, a Vancouver 
resident, is supportive of his local gro-
cery store carrying liquor, he is doubt-
ful that the legislation will prove much 
use to him. 
“I understand there aren’t many 
places that would qualify,” said Cocke, 
who is aware of the legally required 
distance between vendors.
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The wooden roller coaster at the Pacific National Exhibition in Vancouver was built in 1958, yet still thrills guests today.
PNE coaster aged but solid
Fair spokesperson says 57-year-old wooden roller coaster still secure
By TANYA COMMISSO
F
ollowing Coney Island’s Cyclone 
rollercoaster stalling on Sunday, a 
spokesperson for The Pacific Na-
tional Exhibition (PNE) has said 
the park’s similar, iconic wooden roller 
coaster is not a safety risk, despite it’s 
own experience with stalling in the 
past.
Laura Ballance, spokesperson for 
the PNE, said their wooden roller 
coaster’s occasional stalling is an oper-
ational feature. Unlike newer coasters, 
such as the park’s motor-operated 
Corkscrew, the wooden coaster relies 
wholly on gravity after its initial drop. 
“The ride does as it’s designed to do 
- if there isn’t enough weight on the 
ride for example, there may not be 
enough force for the ride to go around 
the track, which would cause it to 
stop,” she said. 
Ye Zhou, president of rollercoaster 
manufacturer Dynamic Structures 
Ltd., said every coaster must go 
through a “failure mode and effects 
analysis” before be-
ing built. However, 
no coaster is a 100 
per cent foolproof, 
as problems can be 
attributed to three 
components: opera-
tion, design and 
manufacturing.
With older coast-
ers, such as the 
57-year-old PNE’s, 
manufacturers may 
be hard to contact if something goes 
awry.  
“It happens very often that a roller-
coaster has been operated for 20 years 
and by the time something happens, 
the manufacturer has already disap-
peared,” Zhou said.
Still, Ballance insisted that the park’s 
wooden coaster has a dedicated main-
tenance and operations team that con-
tinues to ensure the ride remains high-
ly functional. 
“It is important to always be cogni-
sant that your safety standards are 
very high, and the regulations in Cana-
da are very comprehensive,” she said. 
Ballance said that although there 
have been a few rare instances during 
her time at the PNE that required rid-
ers to walk down the track, riders don’t 
appear to be dissuaded by any poten-
tial operational failure. 
“People love that ride. We ride over 
seven million people on [it] every year, 
and it’s definitely considered one of the 
best in the world.” 
Male sex 
abuse 
an issue
A B.C. organization is 
highlighting the seldom-
mentioned subject in April 
By SARA RABEY
A non-profit society based in British Columbia is observing April as Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse 
Awareness Month to help eliminate the 
stigma around men who are abused.
Don Wright, founder of the BC Soci-
ety for Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse, 
said he started the April awareness 
month approximately 15 years ago.
“About 25 per cent of the male popu-
lation have experienced some kind of 
sexual abuse,” Wright said. 
According to Wright, many people 
get an arousal response during a rape 
situation because of strictly biological 
factors. 
“If your body gets stimulated you’re 
going to respond whether you want to 
or not,” Wright said.
He said that in male-to-male sexual 
assaults, homophobia in survivors 
keeps them from coming forward.
 “Men find that their sexual orienta-
tion comes into question more than fe-
males when they have been abused,” 
Wright said. “If a man is abused by a 
woman and he is put off by that experi-
ence, [he] finds it distasteful or disgust-
ing, he questions his sexuality in think-
ing ‘what’s wrong with me, it’s a woman 
I’m supposed to like it.’”
Alana Samson, the executive direc-
tor of the Men’s Trauma Centre in Vic-
toria, said the month of awareness is 
very important.
“Most children who are sexually 
abused are abused by men, and so with 
females that doesn’t bring up the issue 
of homophobia, but with men it really 
does. It’s a tremendously important is-
sue for male survivors,” Samson said.
Brennan White, a third term busi-
ness student at Langara College, said 
he feels that having a month of aware-
ness is important and would like to see 
more information brought forward 
about abuse towards males.
“Being male you kind of hold your 
stuff in, you might have been taught to 
do that or your dad might have just did 
that,” White said. “So, maybe if people 
talk about it, and it’s out, then maybe 
other people will come forward and it 
might be easier for other males to talk 
about it.”
People can show their support by 
wearing a turquoise ribbon for the 
month of April according to the BC So-
ciety for Male Survivors of Sexual 
Abuse website. 
Contentious liquor laws start April 1
While some are looking 
forward to new liquor 
laws, many question them
1	 First ride began in 
1958
2	 Maximum drop of 
20 m
3	 Maximum speed of 
76 km/h
4	 90 seconds total 
ride time
5  865 m total length
Source: Roller Coaster DataBase
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Bottles of wine line the racks at a BC Liquor store.
LAURA BALLANCE
PNE 
spokesperson
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Working for a cancer cure
By JOCELYN ASPA
L
angara College student, Pourya 
Eslami, didn’t always want to be 
an oncologist, but after watching 
family members suffer with can-
cer he decided he wanted to make a dif-
ference.
Having studied international busi-
ness and management in Amsterdam, 
his interest in medicine moved him, 
and then his family, from Iran to Cana-
da two years ago so he could follow that 
path. His father — a doctor — divides 
his time between Vancouver and Iran 
treating patients.
Now in his second year studying bi-
ology at Langara, 21-year-old Eslami is 
a co-founder of the Langara Cancer 
Connection. 
He formed this student group to hon-
our his grandfather, who passed away 
from colon cancer.
 “I don’t think anyone should die 
from a disease,” he said.
Eslami was excited about bringing 
together a group of people affected by 
cancer. The club was meaningful to 
him, and it would mean something to 
others to have a supportive group.
It was there he met Zijun Wang, a 
brain cancer survivor.
According to Eslami, Wang said, 
“‘I’m interested and am also a survivor 
of cancer, so let’s be co-founders.”
He agreed. It wasn’t just for his 
grandfather anymore.
Eslami knew Wang’s experience 
beating the disease would be incredi-
bly valuable to the group.
The club, which has approximately 
110 members, hosts guest speakers to 
talk about awareness, and is a space for 
people to discuss their experiences 
with cancer.
“Our first event was hosting a Terry 
Fox run on campus, which was in Sep-
tember, after we established the club,” 
Eslami said.
A week after the club was formed, 
Eslami found out his mother, Mahnaz 
Nazeranpour, was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Nothing could have pre-
pared him for that news.
“I was baffled,” he said. “ I couldn’t 
digest it in my mind.”
Eslami had to break the news to his 
family, he said, including his father, 
who was back in Iran for work.
“I had to keep myself together, at 
least for [my mom],” he said. He relied 
on the club, Zijun Wang, and the sup-
port of other friends.
“Zijun was really helpful. She gave 
me hope, and I transferred that to my 
mom,” Eslami said.
After undergoing chemotherapy, 
Nazeranpour is now cancer-free, but 
her recovery hasn’t stopped Eslami 
from continuing to raise awareness.
 “I think it’s really just a shame that 
someone dies like that,” Eslami said. 
“Because cancer is just like other dis-
eases – it has a cause and can be pre-
vented.”
As an aspiring oncologist, Eslami is 
determined now more than ever to 
make a difference.
 “By cancer awareness, or 
finding a cure, hopefully we can stop 
it,” he said. “I want to be a part of a 
team that is finding a cure.”OWEN MUNRO photo
Pourya Eslami is studying to become an oncologist and is founder of Cancer Connection
Feature story: Pourya Eslami founder of Langara Cancer Connection 
“I want to be part of a 
team that 
is finding 
the cure
Pourya Eslami
3
Money for 
students 
on display
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Fourth-year Langara marketing 
student Daniel Crough is planning 
on attending the scholarship cafe.
Funding opportunities for 
students will be showcased 
at the scholarship cafe
1	 Green Inspiration 
BC Process 
Improvement
2	 Competitive 
Advantage Project: 
Edgewater Casino
3	 PAL Studio Theatre 
Operations Im-
provements
4	 Grip-Sure Facility 
Process & Layout 
Analysis
5	 The Role of Can-
nibis in the Lves of 
Langara College 
Students
6 Co-op & Career 
 Development 
Centre
Source: Langara press release
	
BOOTHS
at the cafe
By ALEX HOEGLER
Langara College is preparing to host the Langara Scholarship Café this Thursday, in an effort to increase 
knowledge about the research work 
done in the school.
 John Falcus, event’s coordinator and 
Langara School of Management in-
structor, said he believes it’s a great 
chance for students to learn more 
about the opportunities.
“This is the fourth time that we’ve 
had a research showcase, and because 
they were so successful, we decided to 
do this scholarship café twice a year in 
the spring and in the fall,” he said.
Shannon Redmond, assistant chair 
of Langara nursing department, said 
she is preparing to help any students 
interested in the program, and will 
show them how nursing works using 
mannequins. 
“We’ll have an intro about what peo-
ple are doing, [and presenting informa-
tion] for posters, research and regard 
to education,” she said.
Fourth-year Langara Marketing 
Management stu-
dent Daniel 
Crough, said he will 
be presenting his 
work from a class 
project about a 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
business based in 
Richmond in the 
café.
“They have a 
manufacturing site 
in Richmond, so we 
analyze their pro-
cesses, look for 
forms of waste or 
opportunities for 
increased efficien-
cy. We’ll be pre-
senting our find-
ings at the 
scholarship café,” 
he said.
Falcus said that 
the scholarship 
café is a great op-
portunity to con-
nect with peers, 
meet other faculty 
and learn what the 
college is doing.
Instructors battling on two fronts
Andrea Smith, 
history instruc-
tor, standing up 
to the man.
TONY SU
photo
By XIAO XU
The LFA has hired an accountant to help fac-ulty deal with an unexpected retroactive parking tax demanded by Canada Revenue 
Agency, adding to an al-
ready arduous semester of 
contract negotiations with 
the college. 
Fighting its two battles, 
the Langara Faculty Associ-
ation is back at the table 
this week after passing a 
strike vote while trying to 
hammer out grievances re-
garding the unpopular 
parking tax with the newly 
hired tax accountant. 
 “The LFA has decided to 
retain the services of a tax 
accountant to provide the 
association with advice that 
we can share with you when 
you file your ob-
jection to your tax 
reassessment,” said 
Lynn Carter, presi-
dent of the LFA.
She said the service 
would be offered late next 
week or the following week.
Shiraz Charania, account-
ing instructor at Langara Col-
lege said parking was “sup-
posed to be a taxable benefit”. 
The LFA and         the college had 
their first bargaining talk on Monday 
afternoon after the faculty voted 91 per 
cent in favour of strike.
Dawn Palmer, associate vice-president 
of human resources at Langara said she 
couldn’t  reveal any detail about the bar-
gaining meeting since it is “confidential”.
“We’re reaching some agreements along 
the way,” said Palmer.
Carter said, “The college is still demand-
ing an increase to the deductible for our ex-
tended health benefit plans. They are still 
not willing to commit to providing all facul-
ties with computers and offices.”
Carter said that all the faculties want the 
school to improve their benefits. 
Faculty meets again on Tuesday. 
First a strike vote, then news 
about retroactive parking taxes,  
the LFA faces unexpected 
challenges
“We’re 
reach-
ing some 
agree-
ments 
along the 
way
DAWN PALMER
ASSOCIATE VICE-
PRESIDENT HU-
MAN RESOURCES
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Local filmmaker takes documentary 
to international stage next month
Langara’s 
pop-up affair
April world premiere for Fractured Land: an environmental film creating a reel buzz
Langara students show 
off their creative side
ZACK EMBREE submitted photo
Filmmakers Damien Gillis (left) and Fiona Rayher filming Fractured Land. 
“Damien 
certainly 
isn’t afraid 
to call 
bullshit 
when he 
sees it and 
I think 
that’s a 
quality 
you want 
in a jour-
nalist
SEAN HOLMAN
PUBLIC EYE
FOUNDING EDITOR
By JOCELYN ASPA 
Showcasing the best works of past and present students, the pop-up gallery in Building A reflects the 
different paths creative arts students 
can choose and be successful in the 
field.
The third consecutive creative arts 
pop-up gallery at Langara College runs 
March 23 until May 29, exhibiting the 
best work from various programs in-
cluding fine arts, film arts, professional 
photography, art history, publishing 
and design formation. 
Every week the exhibits rotate be-
tween programs, beginning with an 
alumni show and will end with the best 
of creative arts.
“The pieces get chosen by faculty,” 
said fine arts department chair Milos 
Campbell. He said the exhibit is benefi-
cial for those looking to step into the 
field as it connects the present student 
body with those who have been suc-
cessful post-graduation. 
“A number of the artists displayed 
have their Masters or are practicing in 
their industry,” said Campbell.
Campbell adds one of the benefits of 
Langara’s fine arts program is that it 
teaches hands-on skills and students 
are able to leave with the ability to 
function as artists in studios. 
“They can continue on and be suc-
cessful at higher levels with their ap-
plied skills,” she said.
Langara fine arts professor Jake Hill 
helped set up the exhibit walls and got 
artwork and statements from alumni. 
He said it was challenging but worth 
the effort. 
“With some of the graduates whose 
work is exhibited and who are all over 
the world, it projects that there is a 
path,” he said. 
Warhol keeps Vancouver entertained
Warhol - A Different Idea of 
Love exhibition is extended as 
crowds keep a’comin out
By MONA BUTLER
The Andy Warhol exhibit at Yaletown’s Maison Ai warehouse is not finished with Vancouver yet. The exhibit, Warhol: A dif-
ferent idea of love, opened on March 1 and was 
slated to finish today, but due to great atten-
dance, the exhibition has been extended for a 
whole month. 
The exhibition, which features 80 pieces, has 
drawn crowds that have lined up around the 
block to see it. The lines sometimes stretch as 
long as three blocks, according to Ryland Beh-
rens, director of Revolver Gallery.
“We decided to extend it due to (expected) 
overwhelming success and interest,” said Beh-
rens.  
Revolver Gallery’s program focuses solely 
on Andy Warhol and currently holds the larg-
est collection of Warhol’s original works. The 
gallery has partnered with Christie’s Auction 
House and the Andy Warhol Foundation for 
the Visual Arts, Revolver Gallery to tour the 
exhibit across Canada. 
The exhibit may come from a U.S.-based gal-
lery, but its owner is one of Canada’s own.
“The owner of the gallery [Ron Rivlin] is Ca-
nadian – from Toronto specifically. Having 
achieved success with his business, he wants 
to share the work and life of Andy Warhol and 
provide cultural and artistic enrichment to the 
people of Canada,” said Behrens.
Sir William Osler Elementary School teach-
er Nolan Webb brought his grade 4 and 5 split 
class to the Yaletown warehouse as part of 
their Multi-Age Cluster Class program. The 
accelerated learning program students were 
attending the exhibition as the kick off to their 
journalism unit.
“The students are taking pictures and will 
be writing their own article on a piece of art 
that speaks to them,” said Webb.
Shelly Rosenblum, also a teacher, was help-
ing to chaperone the field trip as her daughter 
was in the class.
“They are learning how to critique major 
works,” she said, “they also took public transit 
to get here in order to explore the city.”
The unique collection of original Andy War-
hol prints and paintings is now available for 
viewing at Yaletown’s Maison Ai warehouse 
until April 30. 
MONA BUTLER photos
People are lining up for blocks outside Maison Ai (left) for the latest Warhol exhibit (above).
By TANYA COMMISSO
W
ith the world premiere of 
his documentary Fractured 
Land to take place on April 
28, filmmaker and environ-
mental journalist Damien Gillis hopes 
the film will spark a national conversa-
tion about indigenous rights and the 
ramifications of fracking. 
Told through the journey of indige-
nous lawyer Caleb Behn, Fractured 
Land explores the impact of hydraulic 
fracturing in the Peace Valley region of 
northern British Columbia–a region 
close to Gillis’ heart. 
“[My family] lost our ranch to the 
first big dam in the region–the W.A.C. 
Bennett Dam–about 50 years ago. That 
certainly gave my family an apprecia-
tion for what big industrial projects 
can do to your home,” he said. 
This connection to the region led 
him to meet Behn, who for Gillis exem-
plifies the personal struggle between 
economic development and a desire to 
protect the environment that many Ca-
nadians face. 
No stranger to documentary film-
making, Gillis served as director of 
photography for journalist Sean Hol-
man’s film Whipped. 
Holman believes it’s Gillis’ unique 
combination of activism and journal-
ism that makes him a compelling film-
maker.
“I think Damien certainly isn’t 
afraid to call bullshit when he sees it 
and I think that’s a quality you want in 
a journalist – you want someone who’s 
not going to take 
something for face 
value,” Holman 
said. 
Co-director of 
Fractured Land 
Fiona Rayher said 
coupled with her 
humanistic ap-
proach to docu-
mentary filmmak-
ing, it is Gillis’ 
journalistic lens 
that made the film-
ing experience so impactful.
“I’ve developed as a person at a pret-
ty exponential rate – more so than I 
ever did in academia,” she said. 
In gearing up for the film’s premiere, 
Gillis is focused on finding wider inter-
national distribution for the film, as he 
believes the film poses an essential 
question for all audiences.
“This is the crux of the Canadian 
question today: how do we reconcile 
our resource development with the 
economy, the environment and indige-
nous rights?” he said. “And it extends 
far beyond Canada, because these are 
issues with global implications.”
DAMIEN GILLIS
Filmmaker
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CLEMENT TSANG SUBMITTED photo
This unofficial Korean language group engages Koreans with locals in a one-on-one tutor-like setting to practise English language skills. 
New club for Korean ESLs
Language app inspires local to bring foreigners and natives together
ERIN ERSKINE SUBMITTED photo
Healing crystals are often worn or carried around.
Wear crystals and heal your soul
Rivalry not 
on tap at 
beer week
By BRYAN Mc GOVERN
A 
language-learning smartphone 
application is helping Korean 
students connect and get 
together in unofficial study 
groups to practise English.
Clement Tsang said he started using 
the HelloTalk app to meet people who 
speak Korean and would teach him. 
The app offers users an option to 
choose the language they are 
experienced in and in return they can 
request to get connected with someone 
who knows the language they desire to 
learn.
After helping people improve their 
English through the app, Tsang said, 
he started weekly meetings last 
summer with his friends who wanted 
to learn Korean and the students who 
needed to practice English.
“I wanted to create a safe haven for 
Korean-foreigners to meet new people 
while learning both our culture and 
our language where they won’t be 
harassed or abused,” Tsang said.
According to Tsang the biggest 
hurdle for the people he tutors is the 
fear to explore the language. In his last 
meeting Tsang hosted over 19 people.
“[Korean students] learn in a 
classroom environment where they 
are not really using the language in a 
conversation,” Tsang said. 
DongWoo Yoo said he has been 
attending the group meetings since he 
came to Canada from South Korea 
earlier this year.
“I need someone to listen to my 
English speaking, but usually many 
students don’t have confidence to 
speak [in] English,” said Yoo, who goes 
to King George International College 
for learning English.
For him, the best way to learn 
English is talking among friends, like 
Tsang, who are patient with him.
 “Learning a language takes a lot of 
time and patience. The group can help 
make it a more enjoyable experience to 
learn a language,” Tsang said.
Naomi Bird, English instructor at 
David Thompson Secondary, said the 
biggest problem for people learning a 
language is the fear to “sound stupid in 
front of a group of people.”
She said the students who learn 
faster are the ones who don’t have a 
large cultural group to rely for the 
comfort of their native language. 
“If you [speak] Cantonese, Mandarin 
or Filipino you have a huge network 
and basically you can function in this 
city without very good English skills,” 
Bird said.
For Bird the ideal scenario would be 
a strong mix of cultures put together in 
the classroom, which would force the 
students to speak English as the only 
common language in this international 
group.
“I wanted 
to create a 
safe haven 
for Korean
foreigners 
to meet 
new people 
CLEMENT TSANG
Founder of the 
unofficial club
By OWEN MUNRO
People having difficulty with sleep-ing or are spiritually and physi-cally ill are turning to crystals as a 
new- age remedy.
Brian Liu, owner of Amethyst 
Creations on W 4th Avenue, has been 
selling rocks and crystals for over 30 
years. Liu said lately he has noticed 
more people coming into his store, 
particularly students and young 
people, looking to learn more about 
crystals and their healing properties. 
“People want to find something they 
connect to energetically that’s pleas-
ant,” Liu said. “It may come in the form 
of fascination, it may come in the form 
of ‘wow, I just can’t put this down.’”
Liu’s store is filled with various 
rocks and crystals from all over the 
world. He said each crystal is different 
because of its energy. According to Liu, 
people can be attracted to different 
rocks they feel content with because 
each crystal holds different properties. 
Erin Erskine, who graduated from 
UBC with a bachelor’s of science in 
biology, started making necklaces 
using crystals after her father was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 
about a year and a half ago. 
“My mom and my family started 
really getting into the metaphysical 
aspects of crystals,” she said. “Even if I 
don’t really believe in it, they do and I 
respect that. Even if it is a placebo 
effect, it works for some people.” 
Erskine said she is skeptical about 
the properties each individual crystal 
has. She said she has come across crys-
tals from different countries that list 
different healing factors. She designs 
the necklaces she makes for family and 
friends based on what they are going 
through in their lives at the moment. 
“Usually I’ll go to a store, and 
whatever is happening in their life, I’ll 
pick rocks specifically for them be-
cause of the meanings [the crystals] 
had,” she said. 
Liu’s advice for people looking to 
become more conscious of themselves 
is to decide for themselves what is the 
right crystal for them.
Fashionable and healing, 
crystals are apparently 
serving multiple purposes
As craft beer culture grows 
in Vancouver, so does  
collaboration between 
breweries
By MICHAEL LYLYK
Craft beer is a growing industry and breweries owe it all to a strong community.
And for Red Truck Beer Company, 
which is working on the official beer for 
the upcoming Vancouver Craft Beer 
Week, the process has been more 
collaborative than solo.
“It’s a collaboration beer, we’ve 
worked hard with our friends at 
Parallel 49, as well as Main Street 
Brewing just down the street,” said 
Sam Payne, director of sales at the Red 
Truck Beer Company. 
According to Payne, this beer week 
event is brings the craft community 
together.
“Eighty-five different breweries 
around B.C. helping out with 
collaboration celebrating each other, it 
was a great day,” he said.
It’s all about a sense of community 
for Jody Hammel, a brewmaster at Big 
Rock Brewery.  
“We’re all going after an 
ever-expanding piece of pie,” he said. 
“It’s fresh, it’s local. The brew we make 
is brewed here, sold here … The money 
goes back into 
C a n a d i a n ’ s 
pockets.”
S e b a s t i a n 
Saltzer said he and 
his friends from 
Kelowna, B.C. see it 
that way as well. 
“That’s all we 
drink,” he said.
Saltzer said craft 
beer helps the local 
economy and he 
really appreciates 
it.
“I like 
Steamworks for its 
history, Gastown 
roots and 
s t e a m - p ow e r e d 
beer. It’s amazing,” 
he said. Conse-
quently, when a 
l a r g e r 
corporation buys out a small brewery, 
Saltzer said he and his friends stop 
drinking that beer.
“It’s off the list,” said Saltzer. “A 
small business owner isn’t a million 
dollar corporation. I’d rather support 
my neighbour than some rich guy.” 
Although there are many craft beer 
breweries out there, Hammel isn’t 
worried the market is becoming 
overrun with them.
“I don’t see the bubble bursting 
anytime soon as far as saturation 
goes,” he said. “I don’t think we’ve 
reached that stage yet.”
1	 Parallel 49 Brewing 
Company
2	 Bomber Brewing
3	 Granville Island 
Brewing
4	 Steamworks  
Brewing Company
5	 Steel Toad Brewpub 
& Dining Hall
Source: Vancouver Brewery 
Tours
BEER
tours in Van
MICHAEL LYLYK photo
Red Truck Beer is at E 1st Avenue.
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Beer brewers matterHave no 
flight fear
On Sunday, BC Hydro released its Earth Hour statistics by community, and Vancouver was 
ranked towards the bottom of the 
list, with only a 0.7 per cent reduc-
tion in its 
electricity.  
    It was a global, 
one-hour event, 
and Vancouver 
failed to attend. 
It’s devastating 
seeing the 
megawatts that 
B.C. didn’t save 
this year.
The goal of Earth Hour is for 
citizens to flick off their lights for 
one hour between 8:30 and 9:30 p.m., 
but we failed to do that. We should 
feel ashamed. I feel ashamed, even 
though I turned off my lights during 
that hour. 
Our mayor, Gregor Robertson, 
vows to make Vancouver the 
greenest city in the world yet failed 
to get Vancouverites to turn off the 
lights. Throughout the week, I don’t 
recall seeing any advertisements 
about Earth Hour. Is it so hard for 
him to spend a little taxpayer money 
to inform people that a crucial day to 
save energy is coming up? Robert-
son presents himself as a ‘green’ 
mayor, but I think he’s falling apart.
Vancouver isn’t the only disap-
pointment. The whole province 
should be disappointed. This year 
the province saved an all time low 
since the inauguration of this 
environmental event in 2008, saving 
only 15 megawatts. The last two 
years of Earth Hour the amount of 
energy saved has been significantly 
low. 
I propose the B.C. government 
initiate its own Earth Hour to make 
up for the disappointing year. 
Shameful 2015 Earth Hour
OPINION
TONY SU
ANNA DIMOFF and MICHAEL LYLYK comic
In the wake of the Germanwings Flight 9525 crash last Tuesday, many airlines are taking precau-
tionary steps to avoid such trag-
edies. It was widely speculated in 
the media that the co-pilot Andreas 
Lubitz locked out his fellow pilot 
and purposely crashed the plane, 
and that he was suicidal.
Transport Minister Lisa Raitt 
released a statement on March 26 
containing an interim order that 
requires all Canadian airlines to 
have two people in the cockpit at all 
times. Does this mean we need to 
fear using flying transportation 
from now on?
 For starters, it shouldn’t. Many 
people are afraid 
of flying, but 
aircraft acci-
dents are very 
rare. It’s a 
popular urban 
legend that 
you’re more 
likely to die on 
your way to the 
airport than to 
die in a plane 
crash. To put 
things in 
perspective, 
according to 
data from ICBC, 
there’s an 
average of 314 
fatal victims of 
vehicle crashes 
in British 
Columbia every 
year, with 269 
fatalities in 2013.
Statistics from 
the Transporta-
tion Safety 
Board of 
Canada’s 
website showed 
that in 2013, of 
the 39 accidents involving commer-
cial airplanes that were registered 
in Canada, only seven were fatal.
You don’t see people avoiding the 
road even though it’s clearly more 
dangerous to drive than to fly on a 
plane.  Even though Flight 9525 is a 
worldwide tragic event, we have to 
understand how unfortunate it was 
to happen. Ensuring that two pilots 
remain in the cockpits would help 
avoiding such tragedies in future.
We also need to remember how 
necessary flights are. They are the 
easiest and fastest way to travel 
long distances. If you’re going to 
play against the odds and avoid 
flights (which you would need for 
business trips, vacations, visits with 
family and friends,) then just 
remember the risks you take every 
day.
Starting Wednesday, grocery stores in B.C. will be able to sell wine “off the shelf” as long as it 
is 100 per cent B.C. wine. However, 
for reasons that remain inadequate-
ly explained, the government didn’t 
extend that offer to B.C.-made beer.
In a December press release 
detailing the new policy, Justice 
Minister Suzanne Anton said 
“supporting B.C.’s economy and 
local wine producers through the 
promotion and sales of made-in-B.C. 
products is a driving force for 
government, and this model is one 
of the many ways that we are 
changing B.C.’s liquor laws to grow 
local businesses in this province.”
But why draw the line at wine? 
Why not include beer in the plan?
If this model is 
focused on 
“common sense 
changes” to 
increase conve-
nience and 
choices for the 
people of British 
Columbia, then 
why inconve-
nience those who 
prefer to enjoy a 
beer with their dinner?
The B.C. Liquor Distribution 
Branch’s annual report for 2013-14 
says that beer sales account for 36.9 
per cent of their total gross sales, 
whereas wine accounts for only 32.7 
per cent.
Despite its popularity, beer sales 
will continue to be restricted, as if a 
pale ale is a more shameful bever-
age choice on a sunny spring 
evening than a VQA-certified pinot 
gris. Ridiculous.
There has been shockingly little 
explanation offered as to why the 
province’s vintners are more 
deserving of a break than the 
province’s brewers, or why B.C. 
grape growers are more worthy of 
government promotion than B.C. 
hops farmers.
The exclusion of B.C. beer from 
the government’s on-the-shelf model 
reeks of snobbish elitism, showing 
once again that the government is 
woefully out of touch with the wants 
and needs of average British 
Columbians.
OPINION
JAMES SMITH
“You don’t 
see people 
avoiding 
the road 
even  
though 
it’s clearly 
more  
dangerous 
to drive 
than to fly
OPINION
ALEXANDER  
HOEGLER
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Bhangra is more than dance  
Dedicated teacher Jatinder Randhawa imparts life lessons to class
ANNA DIMOFF photo
In ‘Uncle’ Jatinder Randhawa’s last class of the day, he teaches Bhangra dance to a group of boys aged around 10-13.
By ANNA DIMOFF
S
ince opening in 2009, the Shan-E 
Punjab Arts Club in Vancouver 
has grown in popularity, now 
reaching 300 dance students.
Loud, energetic music greets visitors 
upon entering the building.
Dressed in all black with a bright tur-
quoise turban, Jatinder Randhawa, is 
one of the Bhangra instructors and 
founders of the club. Better known as 
‘Uncle’ to his students, he said that 
watching the expanding number of stu-
dents learn and mature keeps him com-
mitted to teaching.
“These things are in my veins, so if I 
don’t come in to class it [feels] like you 
are missing something. And even 
though they give me a lot of respect, 
they give me a lot of love so that is the 
reason I’m coming here and my devo-
tion is here,” Randhawa said.
Randhawa moved from India in 2005. 
He found it a difficult transition, with 
no community or support network in 
his new home. The arts club has helped 
him connect with the Punjabi commu-
nity in the Lower Mainland.
In addition to preparing for other 
competitions, the club is currently 
working on choreographing perfor-
mances for four or five teams to partici-
pate in the annual Vancouver Interna-
tional Bhangra Celebration in May.
Putting a performance together is a 
constantly shifting and lengthy process 
according to Randhawa. He makes sure 
to give each student the individual at-
tention required to achieve the dance 
he has envisioned.
Randhawa does more than just help 
his students get the steps right. He also 
plays a big part in mentoring youth, fos-
tering confidence and leadership skills 
that the kids can translate to their lives 
outside the club.
Rupin Brar, a student who has been 
dancing since she was five and part of 
Shan-E for six or seven years says that 
Randhawa takes the role of a father fig-
ure for a lot of the students.
“We always have these conversa-
tions where he always tells about his 
life lessons. It’s not just dance, he’ll talk 
about things he’s experienced and what 
we should do, what we shouldn’t do and 
things like that,” Brar says. “Without 
him I wouldn’t be dancing right now. I 
would’ve given up a long time ago.”
“Without 
him I 
wouldn’t 
be dancing 
right now. 
I would’ve 
given up a 
long time 
ago
RUPIN BRAR
DANCE STUDENT
Tourism is on the rise in beautiful B.C. 
The conservation event 
wasn’t as widely publi-
cized, and local participa-
tion has dropped
By JAMES SMITH
Earth Hour in Vancouver shone a little too brightly this year, as local participation fell to its lowest level 
since the event began.
According to BC Hydro, energy con-
sumption in the province was reduced 
by only 0.2 per cent this year during the 
hour, compared to a reduction of one 
per cent last year. 
Participants are encouraged to turn 
off all the lights during Earth Hour to 
conserve energy. The City of Vancou-
ver has been participating in the event 
for the last eight years.
Vancouver performed especially 
poorly. Comparing between B.C. mu-
nicipalities, the city fell from 31st to 
43rd after only managing a meagre 0.7 
per cent reduction. Whistler topped 
the list with 7.2 per cent.
Simi Heer, spokesperson for BC 
Hydro, said the company did some pro-
motion on its website and social media 
channels, but that Earth Hour “is a 
World Wildlife Fund initiative, not a BC 
Hydro event.”
“For us, this is mostly a symbolic 
event,” said Heer. “We don’t rely on 
Earth Hour for our energy savings.”
Heer said BC Hydro was happy to 
“encourage participation, because it 
aligns well with the conservation ethic 
we promote through our Power Smart 
programs.”
Amanda Moore, a first year business 
student at Langara College, said she’s 
participated in Earth Hour in the past, 
but was unaware that it was happening 
this year. 
She said the difference this year was 
she didn’t see any mention of it on so-
cial media until it was too late.
“Considering the fact I didn’t hear 
about it, I guess it was a little under the 
radar this year,” said Moore.
Stewart Hodson, also a first year 
business student at Langara, said he 
usually participates in Earth Hour, but 
he too missed out this year because it 
wasn’t widely publicized.  
He said past years have benefited 
from wider media coverage, but recent 
events, such as the Germanwings 
crash, have dominated headlines.
Both Hodson and Moore said they 
would be sure to participate in Earth 
Hour next year.
Statistics Canada report 
shows that tourists are 
flocking to Vancouver
	 Vancouver Trolley 
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Adventures from 
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Tours from $40 per 
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JULIA WICKHAM photo
A hop-on, hop-off tour prepares to depart from the Vancouver Waterfront.
Dim response 
to Earth Hour 
province-wide 
this year
By JULIA WICKHAM
Tourism spending in Canada was up 0.7 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2014, which is the seventh consec-
utive quarterly increase, according to 
Statistics Canada.
Data assembled by Destinations 
British Columbia shows that 782,055 in-
ternational travelers passed through 
customs and into B.C. in the fourth 
quarter of 2014.
Julia Dilworth, a communications 
specialist at Richmond Tourism said 
they have benefited from a five per cent 
increase in revenue year by year, which 
comes from the hotel tax, thanks to a 
boost in visitors. 
Sonu Purhar, a travel media rela-
tions specialist at Tourism Vancouver, 
said a few of the most popular destina-
tions asked about at visitor centres are 
the Capilano Suspension Bridge Park, 
Grouse Mountain and Stanley Park.
“They [employees at the visitor cen-
tres] also receive lots of requests and 
inquiries about the hop-on, hop-off 
tours – they are extremely popular,” 
she said.
Dilworth said Steveston is a popular 
destination for tourists, since it poses 
as the  fictional town of Storybrooke on 
the TV series, Once Upon a Time.
“We get tons of visitors coming in to 
watch filming, mostly mothers and 
daughters,” she said.
Dilworth also said that food is a pop-
ular attraction in Richmond, particu-
larly Asian cuisine.
JAMES SMITH photo
Langara student Amanda Moore 
didn’t know about Earth Hour this 
year, and so didn’t participate.
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By ANNA DIMOFF
Vancouver Canucks have a rough history when it comes to playing the Nashville Predators, who have 
already secured a spot in the playoffs. 
A win in tonight’s game could help the 
Canucks gain a more substantial lead 
in the Pacific Division. 
The Canucks have lost twice in their 
previous encounters with the Preda-
tors who have been dubbed a “surprise 
team” this season by sports analyst Ho-
sea Cheung.
“Nashville’s a good team… They’ve 
got one of the better goaltenders in the 
league, Pekka Rinne, and they have a 
lot of young stars,” Cheung said. “I 
think [the] Canucks are just an average 
team compared to Nashville. I mean 
they’re second in the Western Confer-
ence, so it’s not just Vancouver that 
they’re beating, it’s every one else too.”
The rookies on the ice are the ones to 
watch, according to Rob Williams, 
hockey editor at Vancity Buzz. 
“Bo Horvat is a rookie for Vancouver 
who has seen his role increase for the 
team. He’s playing more minutes and 
has become an important player for the 
team,” he said. “For Nashville, there’s 
Filip Forsberg, who is one of the best 
rookies in the league. He’s leading the 
Predators in scoring, which is very rare 
for a rookie, especially on a power-
house team.”
Forsberg is second in scoring for the 
Predators and leads all rookies with 59 
points this season.
“The Canucks have a very tight, 
tough schedule and that doesn’t help 
that stretch in a road trip where they 
have to win a lot of their games,” 
Cheung said. “It’s also the second game 
of back to back on the road so they’ll 
probably have that fatigue factor play-
ing in.” 
The Canucks played in St. Louis last 
night against the Blues.
“Today is what counts,” Martin Lem-
ish said, a 7-year season ticket holder to 
Canucks games. 
“These games are so important for 
the Vancouver Canucks and will deter-
mine if there is a further season… vis-
a-vis the playoffs.”
By DUSTIN GODFREY
W
ith Quidditch Canada’s first 
national championship 
wrapped up, organizers are 
saying the new sport contin-
ues to gain momentum.
Quidditch Canada, formed in 2014, is 
the national organization for real-life 
renditions of the fictional sport for 
witches and wizards in J.K. Rowling’s 
popular Harry Potter series. 
Though three Canadian Cups were 
played in previous years, last week-
end’s was the first by Quidditch Cana-
da. Executive director Tegan Bridge 
said she was impressed with the size-
able crowd at the event.
 “We had a lot of people coming in–
family and friends–to support players,” 
Bridge said. “But there were a lot of 
people who had just heard about it … 
and they just were curious.” 
Bridge said poor weather on Sunday 
didn’t stop crowds from coming in.
“I was also really impressed, day 
two,” Bridge said. “It was raining and it 
was very cold, but people still were 
coming out to watch.”
Despite growing popularity, the 
sport doesn’t appear to have made in-
roads at Langara College, but some stu-
dents say they would be interested in 
attending a game, if a school team were 
formed.
“It sounds interesting,” first-year 
computer science student Mark Rang-
es said. “It’s pretty new to this society. I 
don’t know, I might like it, I might not.”
Still, Ranges said he wouldn’t join a 
Langara quidditch team.
Two Lower Mainland teams were 
among the participants, with the Van-
couver Vipertooths placing third and 
the SFU Marauders fourth–standings 
that were decided in a final round robin 
match between the two teams.
Even for such a new sport, the Viper-
tooths are especially new, having 
formed less than a year ago, yet the 
team still performed among Canada’s 
top teams, such as McGill and the 
weekend’s champions, the Toronto 
Avengers.
“Our team definitely took that into 
consideration, but took it well into 
stride,” Vipertooths player David Dan-
os said, noting their first game was 
against McGill, previously considered 
the best in Canada.
By KELVIN GAWEY
The Vancouver Whitecaps Foot-ball Club welcomed a new strik-er, Robert Earnshaw, to the club 
on Saturday night and he didn’t take 
long to ingratiate himself to fans.
Earnshaw, who signed on with the 
club on Wednesday, was substituted 
into the game in the 87th minute with 
the team tied 1-1 with the Portland 
Timbers. Moments later, in the 90th 
minute, and on his very first touch of 
the ball as a Whitecap, he chipped it 
over the Timbers’ goalkeeper to net the 
game winner.
Jon Szekeres is the manager of 
Eighty Six Forever, a blog dedicated to 
the Whitecaps and Major League Soc-
cer. He is glad to see the latest addition 
to the squad.
“Earnshaw is exactly what the doc-
tor ordered for the Whitecaps for a 
multitude of reasons, including his 
goal-scoring touch, his MLS experience 
and his invaluable leadership,” he said.
The win was not entirely well-de-
served by the Whitecaps, according to 
Szekeres, who was in attendance. He 
called the called the match “sloppy and 
disjointed.”
Sukh Ahluwalia, who has been a sea-
son ticket holder since 2011—the 
team’s first season in the MLS—said 
the overall team effort was not impres-
sive, despite the win. 
“We were outplayed,” he said, in an 
email. “But we now have good talent 
everywhere on the pitch and some-
times good talent steals a win.”
Earnshaw is new to Vancouver but 
not to professional soccer. The Zambi-
an-born Welshman has previously 
played in the Premier League, the Eng-
lish Football League and for Toronto 
FC and the Chicago Fire in the MLS. He 
has also represented Wales in interna-
tional matches.  
The Whitecaps have won three of 
four games so far in a season of 35. Sze-
keres thinks they need to improve their 
overall play if they want to continue 
winning games.
“The soccer gods will catch up to the 
Whitecaps if they continue to play they 
way they currently are,” he said.
Ahluwalia said he had been hoping 
Earnshaw would start Saturday’s game 
and was calling for him to be put on the 
field throughout the game. He said he 
was jubilant when he saw Earnshaw 
get the winning goal in the last mo-
ments of play.
“I jumped a couple feet in the air. My 
iPhone went flying,” he said.
Vancouver kicks off Quidditch Canada’s first national tournament of the magical sport
Vancouver’s NHL team 
will be tested again on 
away ice against Nash-
ville’s Predators tonight
1 Toronto Avengers   2 McGIll Quidditch 3 Vancouver Vipertooths
FINAL standings
SUBMITTED photo
A Vancouver Vipertooth faces up against the Snitch.
Veteran Welsh soccer 
player Robert Earnshaw 
ties the latest game for the 
Vancouver Whitecaps
“We now 
have good 
talent ev-
erywhere 
on the 
pitch and 
sometimes 
good tal-
ent steals a 
win
SUKH AHLUWALIA
4-YEAR SEASON 
TICKET HOLDER
Harry Potter sport on national scene
Whitecap-italize 
on Welshman
Canucks 
hope to 
turn tables
Newcomer to 
the Vancouver 
Whitecaps, 
Robert Earn-
shaw teed off 
for the winning 
goal
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